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The Sociology for Developing Peripheral and Disadvantage Areas
On HIE's Strategy for Developing Their Area

UCHIDA Tsukasa

One of important tasks of sociological area studies is to make fundamental policies for
settling modern social problems that the globalization of modern capitalism has brought
about. These include the antagonism between advanced and developing countries, interna-
tional and domestic disputes, urban overpopulation and rural depopulation, urban-social
problems, environmental and energy problems, and so on, that have arisen from unequal
and unbalanced regional development nationally and internationally.

This article is intended to introduce HIE's strategy for developing their area (Highlands
and Islands area in Scotland), especially the philosophy on which the strategy is founded,
in order to learn some principles of the fundamental policies for settling the above men-
tioned modern social problems. It is also very useful for us to design the sociology of area
studies for developing peripheral and disadvantage areas in Japan such as Hokkaido, Toho-
ku, and Okinawa.

Keywords: g-localization, realizing welfare and citizenship in communities, planning the
economic and social development at the same time, community businesses and
social enterprises, the environment and the culture
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