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Problems with inter-institution cooperation for children who need special support
Ideal cooperation between preschool education facilities and school -

3. the current situation of “children’s day service center”facilities and schools.

MAKINO Seiichi and ITO Norihiro
Abstract
In the second part of the paper, we have looked at Hokkaido's efforts to provide
combined medical treatment and education for infants/toddlers throughout history.
Hokkaido has worked on an official program to establish a system for early treatment
and education since 1989. After a period of national Assistance Benefit Supply
System for the Disabled, the initiative now involves the operation of children’s day
service center under Services and Supports for persons with Disabilities Act. Against
this background, we conducted a survey to clarify the situation of early treatment
and education provision and to elucidate the current situations of cooperation with
elementary schools. The results were analyzed with the following three points of view :
(a) What efforts are currently being made in regard to treatment and education centers?
(b) How is the current status of cooperation between centers and elementary schools
and Schooling Guidance Committees? (c) What differences can be seen in these areas
between Sapporo (a relatively new government ordinance-designated city) and other
municipalities?
The results showed that although a wide variety of children’'s day service center
have rapidly emerged in Sapporo with private-sector involvement under the program,
they show little initiative as members of Schooling Guidance Committees. In regard
to cooperation with elementary schools, despite the fact that many center staffs hold
teaching qualifications, the level of cooperation with elementary schools in Sapporo is
relatively low, compared with many other municipalities, where local governments are
more likely to operate such centers directly.
A lot of children’s day service centers have expert occupational therapists (OT) and
physical Therapists (PT). Those facilities often actively cooperate with Schooling
Guidance Committees and elementary schools. Such differences arise from how the
current children's care system in Sapporo has been established: It simply adopted the
system of the country without creating on its own. Also, many administrators have built
treatment and education institutions as Trespite care, under the Services and Supports
for Persons with Disabilities Act, and the number of parents who utilize the service has
been increased.
On April 1, 2012, the revised law went into effect, which brought a significant change to
children’s day services, including the conversion of law related to children’s day service
(- from Services and Supports for Persons with Disabilities Act to Child Welfare
Act ). As a result, children’s day services were divided into either welfare-focused
or healthcare-focused institutions. We hope the law amendment will bring positive
development to children’s day service.

Keywords: treatment and education for disabled children, children’s day service center,
elementary school, cooperation



