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The effects of school transition on school adjustment and academic motivation over the
elementary to junior high school period: I
— A causal analyis of the influences of academic motivation during the school transion period—
USUI Hiroshi
Abstract

The aims of this study were two-fold. The first was to use longitudinal data to validate
findings from a previous cross-sectional study. The second was to clarify the influences
of mastery goal orientation on school related variables using multiple regression analysis.
We did not confirm the 'transition gap" in the school adjustment, which we found
previously using cross-sectional data. However, there was a significant decline in the
mastery goal structure in the classroom over the transiton period, especially female
students. Results of path analysis showed that shared activities between parents and
children positively influenced students' mastery goal orientation, and these shared
activities positively predicted adaptive learning and school adjustment after entering the
junior high school.

Keywords: school transition, academic motivation, achievement goal orientation,
longitudinal study.
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