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Problems with inter institution cooperation for children who need special support
— Ideal cooperation between preschool education facilities and schools —

Part5. Support provided by schools for special needs education to kindergartens and
nursery schools in Hokkaido

MAKINO Seiichi + NITSU Satoshi and HONMA Yuzuru

Abstract
In Part 1 of this paper, we reflected upon our previous studies—1)2)3)and 4) —on

ideal cooperation between preschool education facilities and schools, from historical and
developmental perspectives. In Part 2, we described what kind of support is actually
provided by schools for special needs education to kindergartens and nursery schools
and ascertained what kind of support each school is providing to kindergartens and
nursery schools and what issues remain to be solved in the future. The findings can be
summarized as follows:

1. Support in the areas of medicine, rehabilitation, welfare, and education for children
with disabilities is gradually moving forward.

2. There are many challenges for the activities implemented by schools for special needs
education to support kindergartens and nursery school, such as securing a budget,
training coordinators and other personnel, and systematic issues caused by the many
different ministries and agencies involved.

3. The following specific issues were uncovered.

(1) Support is less frequently provided to kindergartens and nursery schools than to
high schools.

(2) The frequency of support provided by schools for special needs education in
Sapporo is extremely low compared to that in smaller cities and rural districts.

(3) There is no difference between support provided to kindergartens and support
provided to nursery schools. However, support for nursery schools is more
complex to provide and requires various actions.

Keywords: school for special needs education, cooperation and support, kindergarten,
nursery school



