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The Development of Tourism and the Stories of Newcomers in Taketomi Island (1)
—Examining the Newcomers' Contributions to the Development of Tourism in Taketomi Island—
UCHIDA Tsukasa
Abstract

A lot of social problems have arisen from unequal and unbalanced regional
development under the globalization of modern capitalism. The problem that a lot of
communities and local societies have been declining and facing the crisis of disappearing
by depopulation is one of those problems. One of important tasks of sociological area
studies is to make fundamental policies for settling the problem.

I have researched such kinds of communities and local societies specially in Hokkaido,
Tohoku and Okinawa areas for many years. I have also found that a lot of newcomers
from big cities had lived in such communities and local societies and that they
had played a large number of important roles to develop and strengthen their
communities and local societies against the declining and disorganizing tendencies of
their communities and local societies. Why have they moved into such declining and
disorganizing communities and local societies from big cities? Why have they been
able to contribute to the developing and strengthening works? What kinds of social
interactions have been there between the newcomers and old residents in the works? I
intend to answer such questions in a series of articles. In this article I intend mainly to
examine some theoretical ways of this research.

Keywords: newcomers, encounter, community and social identity
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