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Banzan Kumazawa’s Thought from the Viewpoint of Environmental Ethics
Koichi Okuya
Abstract

Banzan Kumazawa, a philosopher of the early Edo Period, is highly regarded as
Japan’s first ecologist by scholars of environmental thought, a field that has become
popular in recent years with the exacerbation of environmental destruction. However,
Kumazawa’s environmental thought is valued only from the ecological viewpoint and is
not necessarily understood in greater depth. Thus, by employing environmental ethics
established in the US. in the 1980s as a perspective, this paper clarifies and analyzes
common ground between Kumazawa's thought and environmental ethics. Kumazawa
promoted forestation as well as soil and water conservation in the Okayama Domain,
maintaining that rivers and mountains were what the country was entirely dependent
on. The author believes that Kumazawa's thought, based on “the unity of heaven and
men” and “the oneness of the universe”, has much in common with today’s environmental
ethics and ecological science, in that he had a basic awareness of the importance of
conserving natural ecosystems, the significant roles played by mountain forests in
natural ecosystems and the ecological mechanisms in which seas, rivers and forests are
interrelated. This paper will prove this contention of the author, and comments will be
made on evaluations of Kumazawa's thought by Masao Maruyama and Masahide Bito.

Keywords: environmental ethics, unity of heaven and men, ren of oneness of the universe,
nature and art, benevolent government, mountain forests are the foundations
of a country
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