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Guarantee of schools for people with intellectual disabilities who graduated from
special needs high schools
MAKINO Seiichi
Abstract

In Japan, very few students who graduate from the upper-secondary department
of special needs high schools for students with intellectual disabilities can go on to
attain higher education. No official universities accept students with intellectual
disabilities. However, many of these intellectually disabled persons are seeking
opportunities for higher education. Some supportive people founded schools and
organizations to fulfill the hopes of students with special needs. These people have
managed to continue running such schools with great difficulty. In this paper, I
analyze the present condition of “open colleges,” “special needs school non-degree
graduate programs,” and “learning workshops.” These schools and institutions have
made great efforts to cater to persons with intellectual disabilities who wish to
pursue studies after graduating from the upper-secondary division of special needs
high schools. From the results of an analysis, I determine the kinds of schools and
institutions in which adolescents with intellectual disabilities would want to attain
higher education.

Key words * people with intellectual disabilities, graduation from the upper-
secondary department of special needs schools, open-college, non-
degree-graduate programs of the upper-secondary department of
special needs schools, learning workshop
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