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The Influence of the Japanese Meiji Constitution
on the Outline of Principles
for a First Chinese Constitution

In Commemoration of 100 Years of the First Chinese Constitution

Written by: Han Da-Yuan
Translation: Keifu SUZUKI and Dong-Gao Wu

Notes on the Translation

Since the People’s Republic of China was founded, Renmin
University of China Law School has overcome all kinds of adversity
including the trials of the Cultural Revolution to celebrate its 60"
anniversary, for which I would like to offer my heartiest congratula-
tions. In October 1999, Renmin University of China and Sapporo
Gakuin University concluded an exchange agreement, and the two
have now been engaged for over a decade in mutually beneficial
exchanges of scholarship, learning and culture.

In October 2010, the 60" anniversary of Renmin University of

China’s foundation was celebrated in Beijing with an academic sym-
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posium on a grand scale, featuring distinguished legal scholars from
all over the world. This symposium owed its success to the out-
standing leadership of Renmin University of China Law School
President and Doctor of Jurisprudence Han Da-Yuan, the author of
this paper. Dr. Han is one of China’s top scholars of constitutional
law, and currently heads the Chinese Constitutional Law Society.

When Professor Han Da-Yuan began study of the Constitution in
earnest, it was a trying period of history characterized by a mixture
of the “rule of men” and the “rule of law.” People in China still
hesitated even to mention “human rights.” Professor Han Da-
Yuan’s paper “The Influence of the Japanese Meiji Constitution on
the Outline of Principles for a First Chinese Constitution” shed light
on the imperialism and nationalism of the Meiji Constitution, which
underpinned 15 years of war on China by Japan.

This paper could also be said to pinpoint the failings of constitu-
tional thought that “emphasizes the rights of rulers and disregards
the rights of citizens,” thought which characterizes the Constitution
of the Empire of Japan. Currently, in a China governed by a unique-
ly Chinese socialist constitution, the regard for human rights that is
implied in Han Da-Yuan’s paper must be held in high estimation.

To learn about the process of establishing the first Chinese
Constitution, modeled on the Japanese Meiji Constitution, and the
historical background thereof, through discussion of Han Da-Yuan’s
paper, is to scrutinize the myths and realities of the Constitution of
the Empire of Japan, responsible for visiting the ravages of war on
both Japan and the entirety of East Asia.

(by Keifu Suzuki)
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