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In this paper I deal with the aspects of information society, and
assert the necessity and importance to clarify the social information
or social information process. Althought the function of social
information cannot be fully interpreted in terms of communication
theories, this was always at the core of the theories of structural
~functionalists like Talcott Parsons, Niklas Luhmann and of critical
theorists like Karl Marx, Jiirgen Habermas.

In pointing out this fact, I briefly propose two perspectives in
order to analyze the social information process. The first one
explores that the property of social information process can be
analyzed from the viewpoint of the functional division of communica-
tion-system which makes up the very heart of the social system.
Another perspective is the historical change of information-mode.

By using these concepts, I further dicuss that information society

is a new stage of human society.
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